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tain, Melancthon Smith, for a short time until he was
ordered north, when Captain Abner Read took com-
mand. As the Hartford was above Port Hudson,
Farragut made the Monongahcla his flag-ship when
he was looking after operations on the lower reaches
of the river. He lived mostly on deck and natu-
rally at such close quarters that 1 saw a great deal
of him.

He was not given to "paper work'* or reel tape,
by which I mean lengthy written detail in his con-
duct of operations. I remember the simplicity of
his methods particularly in contrast with those of
another admiral with less responsibility, who could
not get along without a force of clerks. There was
a saying that his principal place for filing papers
was his own coat-pocket. His was the supreme gift
of directness and simplicity in great affairs, so valu-
able in time of war. Generally he wrote his orders
himself, perhaps with his knee or the ship's rail as a
rest. I recall that one day when he was writing he
looked up and said:

"Now, how in the devil do you spell Appalachi-
cola? Some of these educated young fellows from
Annapolis must know!"

A man who had such an important command
could hardly have been more democratic. One night
I had given orders for a thorough cleaning of the
ship the next morning. I was awake very early,
for it was stiflingly hot. Five o'clock came and I